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Abstract

Background:
The advent of fluorescent nanosensors has enabled intracellular monitoring of several physiological analytes, 
which was previously not possible with molecular dyes or other invasive techniques. We have extended the 
capability of these sensors to include the detection of small molecules with the development of glucose‑sensitive 
nano-optodes. Herein, we discuss the design and development of glucose-sensitive nano-optodes, which have  
been proven functional both in vitro and in vivo.

Methods:
Throughout the design process, each of the sensor formulations was evaluated based on their response to changes 
in glucose levels. The percent change in signal, sensor reversibility, and the overall fluorescence intensity were 
the specific parameters used to assess each formulation.

Results:
A hydrophobic boronic acid was selected that yielded a fully reversible fluorescence response to glucose 
in accordance with the sensor mechanism. The change in fluorescence signal in response to glucose was 
approximately 11%. The use of different additives or chromophores did not improve the response; however, 
modifications to the plasticized polymeric membrane extended sensor lifetime.

Conclusions:
Sensors were developed that yielded a dynamic response to glucose and through further modification of the 
components, sensor lifetime was improved. By following specific design criteria for the macrosensors, the 
sensors were miniaturized into nano-optodes that track changes in glucose levels in vivo.
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